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EDUCATION RESOURCES — TEESE REPORT 

455. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the government’s massive cuts in education staffing, which will inevitably affect thousands of children 
and leave at least 500 staff without their jobs. 

(1) By not signing up to the Gonski Better Schools funding deal, has the government denied Western 
Australian schools an additional $600 million-plus in funding? 

(2) Is the real reason the government refused to sign up to Gonski Better Schools that the government was 
always planning to cut funding to schools across Western Australia? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) Did the Leader of the Opposition not notice what happened on Saturday? The Rudd–Gillard–Rudd II 

government was dispensed to the boundary. It has gone and so has its policies.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGowan: Other states are getting it! New South Wales is getting it and you lost it for us! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, your state—I know! 

The SPEAKER: We are getting nowhere, Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am sure — 
Mr P. Papalia: Victoria’s getting it! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: You are not in government federally—you are gone; you are out of it! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Finito! You are gone; you are finished; you are irrelevant! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, you are gone. With those votes, it is Ellenbrook, so the member is gone—out.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, please! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There will be a new federal–state funding arrangement for education. I do not know what 
form that will take and I have not discussed that with Tony Abbott. But the one thing that Tony Abbott did say 
was that there would be a clear definition and delineation of responsibility between the states and the 
commonwealth in areas such as education and health. That will be a major reform, just to simply clearly define 
responsibility, and it will be done in a constructive way. We will not have the adversarial Council of Australian 
Governments meetings that we have had over the past two years, which have involved intimidation and threats. 
If nothing else, that would be a change in commonwealth–state relations.  
The reason Western Australia did not sign Gonski was not so much the Gonski report. Indeed, what has been 
introduced here with the Teese recommendations is very similar to Gonski in staffing. The reason we did not 
sign Gonski was that Julia Gillard when she was Prime Minister brought in a piece of legislation through the 
federal Parliament, which was not in any sense part of Gonski’s recommendations, that effectively placed the 
commonwealth bureaucracy in charge of schools in Western Australia. That is why we did not sign Gonski and I 
have said that numerous times in this Parliament—members opposite need to listen. 
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